ground. Mr Rees, a Calcutta merchant, shot one of
them dead, but regretted it afterwards when the
body began to rot.
Next day the cannonade was as heavy as ever and
the enemy could be seen digging trenches all round
the position. They seemed to have overcome their
fears that Johannes' house was undermined, for
now their sharpshooters were posted in the upper
storeys, which commanded the Cawnpore battery,
the barracks behind it, Anderson's post, the Post
Office, the entrance to the Begam Kothi, and, in
reverse, the Hospital on the far side of the position.
For the first few days the sharpshooters had it all
their own way: the range was short and the
casualties in the garrison were heavy. One of the
African eunuchs of the ex-King of Oudli made such
good practice with his double-barrelled rifle that
he became known as 'Jim the Rifle', or 'Bob the
Nailer', because he nailed a man with every shot.
On the 7th July it was resolved to make a sortie
against Johannes' house. A party of fifty of the 52nd
and twenty Sikhs was to be led by Captain Mans-
field, Lieutenant S. H. Lawrence, and Ensign
Studdy, all of the 52nd, and Ensign Green of the
15th Native Infantry, accompanied by Captain
Fulton and Lieutenant J. C. Anderson of the Engi-
neers. The sortie was timed for noon, when the men
had had their dinner. After the Brigadier had ad-
dressed a few words to them they filed out through
an improvised sally-port in the wall by the Marti-
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